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Parents of Gays 
Out of the Closet 


A Parents of Gays group was organ- 
ized in the Lehigh Valley this past year, 
sponsored by Family Life Services, of the 
Lutheran Home, in Topton. 

Irene Johnson talked to the News 
about the Philadelphia Parents of Gays 
and her own coming out as the mother of 
a gay son. 

The group started out of the common 
need of a few people to share their con- 
cerns about gay children. From the in- 
creasing attendance it became obvious 
that the optometrist office they were 
meeting in was not big enough. Paul 
Powell, counselor, found a space in the 
gay synagogue, which was in turn out 
grown. Since then, the group has con- 
tinued to meet in the Lutheran Church on 
Spruce Street in Center City Philadelphia. 

''T had known Hank was gay for a long 
time. I thought I'd go help them and they 
helped me a lot more." 





Gay 
& Fundamentalist 


Is it possible to be gay and a member 
of a fundamentalist protestant denomina- 
tion? Not only possible, but some think 
that conservative religious groups such 
as Seventh-Day Adventists (SDA's) 
produce a higher proportion of gays 
than average. If so, many Christians 
find themselves in the situation of being 
gay in a strongly homophobic church. 

The growing realization in gay 

Continued on page 6 
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At first the group was led by 
facilitators Rick Goldberg and Janice 
Freedman who weren't parents of gays, 
but Janice wanted us to do it on our own, 
so it was continued by the parents them- 
selves. 

Monthly meetings have featured 
psychiatrists, doctors, civil rights 
activists and a priest. 

‘There is nothing in the Bible about 





God being just for straights. I cannot 
believe God made somebody and said, 
'Oops, I goofed,' If you are God's, then 
God loves you. There's no complicated 
theology. "' ss 
Many talks have been given to 
colleges where students always ask how 
to come out to their parents, so ''We put 
together a way of coming out to parents. 
People worked on this who had never 
worked on anything else. One man who 
Continued on page 3 


Next Meeting 


On Sunday, November 27, John 
Francus, therapist from Chit Chat Farms 
in Berks County, will be discussing 
alcoholism and addiction in the gay 
community. Chit Chat is a nationally 
recognized rehabilitation program. 

This will be a very important 
meeting as estimates of drug and alcohol 
abuse within the gay community range as 
high as 30 percent. The meeting begins 
at 2 p.m. at the Unitarian Church in 
Fountain Hill, located two blocks south 
of 1500 block of Broadway on Lechauweki 
Avenue, 








BYLINE 


Notes on AIDS 
Spring, 1983 
Le-Hi-Ho News publishes its survey 


of local hospitals. One man had already 


died of AIDS at what was then ASH Hospital. 


Dr, Lyndall Molthan of Miller 
Memorial Blood Bank states that questions 
concerning sexual orientation will not be 


asked of donors. 
Summer, 1983 


Blood bank donations drop sharply, 
thought due to the mistaken belief that 
one could catch AIDS while giving blood. 

Dr. Ron Buckley of the Lehigh 
Velley Hospice tells Le-Hi-Ho News 
that, in his opinion, AIDS patients are 
inappropriate for the Hospice because 
by the time the disease is diagnosed, 
they must be treated in the hospital. 

A man calls to say he had been 
checked by five doctors, including one 
on the Philadelphia AIDS Task Force, 
All five said he didn't have AIDS but he 
wasn't sure whether to believe them or 
not. 

A mother calls to say her son just 
came out to her. She's worried this 
"gay disease’ will spread to her two 
daughters who also live with her, one of 
whom is pregnant, the other one has 
young children. Her husband doesn't 


CALENDAR 


The Amazon Autumn Conference for 
women, Trenton State College. For info 
call Linda at (609) 921-0837. 


November 25, Friday 






Hunter Davis and Alix Dobkin appear 
at the Painted Bride Art Center, 230 
Vine St., Philadelphia. Tickets are $7 
to this women only concert. 


Le-Hi-Ho-‘News 


Editor: Donald Graves 
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want to deal with the situation and her 
neighbors are telling her to kick her son 
out. 

A Planned Parenthood group in New 
Jersey calls. Straight tenagers have 
been asking if French kissing causes 
AIDS and they need an answer. 


Autumn, 1983 

A married, gay man in his 60's 
wants to have sex with men but worries 
he'll get ‘disease’ and pass it on to his 
wife. 

A friend says he has lost two New 
York friends to AIDS, one before it was 
even called AIDS. The man just got one 
disease after the other and couldn't 
shake them. 

A man visits New York after a long 
absence and eats supper with an old 
friend. As he leaves he goes to hug the 
man as they used to do but is stopped. 
'We don't hug in New York any more. "' 

A man calls saying he has AIDS but 
the local doctor who originally diagnosed 
the disease now refuses to give him the 
shots required as part of his treatment. 

While preparing to contact St. Luke's 
Hospital to find out about the three AIDS 
patients they have there, it's heard 
they now have five. 

On December 16, Le-Hi-Ho will 
sponsor a Christmas party for Daybreak, 
a recreation and socialization program in 
Allentown. Daybreak serves those 
released from state hospitals, street 
people and the indigent. Much help will 
be needed to make this party a success, 
from preparing food in advance to serving 
it at the party and, most importantly, just 
being there to show we care. This is 
guaranteed to put you in the Christmas 
spirit. 


tion. Le-Hi-Ho assumes no responsibility 
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Parents of Gays cont. 3 


helped said he was glad he didn't have a right-handed. It caused a lot of people 
gun in the house when his son came out trouble because while you can learn to do 
or else he would have shot himself and it the other way, you're not being yourself." 
his family." 

Irene's gay son knew he was different "A relative told me, 'It must be hard 
from an early age. ''He went out with a for you to have a gay son.' I told her it 
couple of girls and was distressed to find wasn't. When you grow up with it, it's 


out that what was supposed to happen didn't. easier to accept. You think it’s a phase, 
She found out her son's sexuality from that they really like girls, but then the 
a friend of his years ago when homosexuals phase doesn't go away. 


were considered sick. 'I couldn't see that "T felt sad about it but not devastated 
Hank was this terrible person people like many do. Most parents are so 
talked about." angered by this they don't stand behind 
their children. It's like your child died 
Dealing with a son's or daughter's and someone else came in. You want this 
gayness is hard for parents. "People child to go away but it won't. 
think of it as nothing more than sex, which "This is not a different person but 
blinds them to see anything else, of being different things will happen. He or she 
a whole person, of human relationships." is not just like your other children. 
Irene learned of her son's first lover There is still discrimination; they just 
on returning home from vacation to get a don't say why. You still have to come 
phone call for Hank, saying that his friend out and be a minority, not an oddity. It's 
John's car had gone out of control, hit a not such a big thing after all. Maybe it 
tree and killed him. would be nice if you didn't have a news- 
Hank didn't go to work for days. If paper, that it would go into the regular 
it had been a girl I would have known. I newspaper; that there wouldn't be gay 
would have understood that he was in love bike clubs, just clubs for those interested 
with John. If I had known, I could have in that," 
helped more. "' 
Hank is currently living with his third The Philadelphia Parents of Gays 
lover, while his younger, straight, brother workshop on ''Coming Out to Your 
has had five or six relationships in the Parents'' will be held Sunday, November 
same time. Irene is proud her son is 20, 2 - 5:30 p.m. at 2111 Sansom Street. 
part of a committed relationship. She The cost is only $3. 
also seems proud of his pride in being For information on the local Parents 
gay. of Gays group, contact Terry Leib at 
"Fifty years ago we tied people's Family Life Services, Topton, 682-1337. 


hands behind their backs to make them 


LETTERS 


Dear Le-Hi- Ho: 


The problems of many groups need This seems an appropriate thought: 
to be addressed, but remaining in separate He drew a circle that shut me out-- 
bodies is obviously not working. Frag- Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
mentation is the problem--with blacks, But love and I had the wit to win: 
women, homosexuals, the young, the old-- We drew a circle that took him in. 
we are all separated brethren; separated "Outwitted" 
from each other by our own prejudices. by Edwin Markham 

I would like to see the objectives of Prejudice is just another word for 
this group expanded to encompass the ignorance. 
hopes as well as the problems of all--to Sincerely, 
bring the segments of society into harmony. Sharon M. Ruhf 
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Wed. 1/2 price till 12:00 
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SDA and Gay cont. 


circles that gayness is not un-Christian 
has spawned numerous gay religious 
groups, reversing an earlier trend 
toward rebellion and atheism among gays 
who felt rejected by their church and 
thus by God. The current attitude is 
more likely to be that the Church is 
wrong and needs to be educated. ‘'If 
ignorance is the problem, education is 
the cure.'' The 1984 issue of the national 
edition of the Gayellow Pages lists gay 
religious groups in 16 denominations. 
One such group is Seventh-Day Adventist 
Kinship International, Inc. (SDA Kinship). 
SDA Kinship, established in 1976, 
recently held its 4th annual campmeeting 
at a Quaker camp in Boyertown, PA. 
The week-long retreat was attended by 
62 members from 17 states, Canada and 
Australia. Various workshops, worship 
services, business meetings and social 
activities were held. Some of the 
speakers present were: Barbara Gittings 
of Philadelphia, an activist in the gay 
movement for the past 25 years, who 
discussed the history of gay liberation; 
Richard Hamilton, MD, a gay physician 
from San Francisco, who spoke about 
the AIDS crisis; Daniel Pinello, Esq., 
a gay attorney from New York City, on 
gay legal rights; a supportive Adventist 
theologian who outlined the church's 
responsibility to its gay members; a 
college language teacher who spoke on 
the Bible story of Ruth and Naomi as a 


model of commitment, love, and nurturing; 





a counselor and family therapist from an 
Adventist medical institution who spoke on 
open versus closed social systems and the 
balance one needs to establish between 
finding a place to belong and maintaining the 
freedom to adapt and change; and an 
Adventist college department chair who 
challenged those present to embrace the 
responsibility of making free-will decisions 
with moral maturity in their lives. A 
workshop on relationships and one on the 
Bible texts used to condemn gays was also 
held. 

One of the goals of SDA Kinship for 
the coming year is to make available 
articles, pamphlets, and other materials 
dealing with homosexuality from a positive 
Christian perspective. For more infor- 
mation on SDA Kinship or its monthly 
newsletter contact: SDA Kinship [nter- 
national, Inc., P.O. Box 1233, Los 
Angeles, CA 90078. (213) 876-2076 


Donald Graves AL.S. 


Counseling for 
the Gay Community. 


867-7286 


A support group 
for men over 35 is now forming, 
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You are cordially invited to join 


us atour 





GRAND RE-OPENING & y ae 4 \ 
3A NNUAL ei 
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 


“An Olde 
Allentowne Christmas” 


Friday, Dec 9, 5-9p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 9-6p.m. 
Sunday, Dec II. I-Sp.m. 


Woodlea Greens florist = a 
“Because You Care” — (ail fun 
1324 HAMILTON STREET 
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8 
NEWSLINE 


. « » Men, said to be homosexual, have 
been accused of killing hundreds of gays 
and straights between them, including 
6-year-old Adam, whose life story was 
the rallying point for those concerned with 
missing children. Two of the men, Otis 
Toole and his avowed lover Henry Lucas, 
are said to have killed dozens of people, 
mainly hitchhikers, while crossing the 
country. The other man, Larry Eyler, 
has been compared with yet another 
killer, John Wayne Garcy, who murdered 
33 young men and buried them in his yard. 
(MC) 





. » - st. Luke's Hospital has added a 
tape on AIDS as part of its Tel-Med infor- 
mation system. By calling 691-4300 
Monday through Friday between 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. and asking for tape No. 571, 
you can hear the latest information on 
AIDS. The call is free and you don't have 
to identify yourself. 


. . . The Reading Eagle has concluded a 
week-long series on gays in Berks County, 
including interviews with parents of gays, 
male hustlers, gay men and women, the 
Police Inspector (on anti-gay violence) 

and wives of gay men. It was an ambitious 
effort and especially for a conservative 
newspaper. 


» » « Lhe Eromin Center, Philadelphia's 
counseling center for sexual minorities, 
has been rocked by scandal this autumn. 
$46,000 in unpaid taxes, no audit for three 
years, charges of improper loans and 
conflicts of interest led Eromin's Board 
of Directors to fire Executive Director 
Tony Silvestre and Elise Segal, Director 
of Administrative Services. 


Silvestre, who has spoke to Le-Hi-Ho 
and the Task Force, is one of the major 
gay political activists in Pennsylvania. 
Charges and counter-charges between his 
supporters and opponents threatened to 
destroy what many consider to be the 


finest gay, lesbian and transsexual 
counseling center in the country. 

The Department of Public Welfare, 
which accounts for over half of the 
Center's budget, primarily for its youth 
home, has withdrawn its support until the 
financial and administrative problems are 
settled. (GN) 


. « » Due to the effort of a company 
employee, the Allentown based Finance 
America has become the latest Lehigh 
Valley company to add sexual orientation 
to its equal employment statement. More 
on this and the other major companies that 
do or don't protect its gay employees in 
the upcoming Corporate Survey this 
winter. 


. . . As a follow-up to its successful 
September benefit, the Task Force is 
currently taking a survey with the gay 
community to find out how people w ould 
want to use a community center. A lawyer 
is also helping to incorporate the group 

as a non-profit organization. More in- 
formation on this as it develops. 


. . . The library of Le-Hi-Ho is looking 
for donations to help expand its collection 
of books of interest to the gay and lesbian 
community. If you have books you would 
like to donate, call the librarian, Ed 
Ettinger, 867-834l. 


. « « The Delaware Valley Women's 
Newsletter just brought out its second 
issue. Subscriptions are $7 by writing 
them at P.O. Box 30381, Philadelphia, 
PA 19103. 


2 Us 


for Letters to Editor 


Editor's note: Last month, James 
Ruhf wrote an article on the early history 
of Le-Hi-Ho. We didn't have space that 
issue for the following letter from his 
mother. 











SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
Don't let a month go by without keeping up with the exciting feature articles, local 
and regional news. Ask Mr, Mike, Country Squire, Classified ads and more, A 
1 year subscription is only $10, Save $2 by ordering a 2 year subscription for $18. 
Have the Le-Hi-Ho News delivered to your address ina plain, sealed envelope. 
Male to: LE-HI-HO -HO NEWS, Box 1003, Bethlehem, PA 18016 


NAME ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 





$10 for 1 year $18 for 2 years 
I am also enclosing a $ tax deductable contribution for the general 
operating fund of LE-HI-HO INC, 


Classified ads are limited to 25 words. The & weil forwarding servies is availabe 
CLASSIF IE cost is $3 for one month. Buy three months for an additional $1 per issue. We will 


and get the fourth month free. We reserve give you a number and forward mail to you 
the right to refuse and edit ads. Help ence a week in a sealed business envelope. 
Wanted ads must be non-sexist and non- To answer an ad with a number, write it 
racist. Ads are accepted in the following on the envelope along with the address: 
categories: Help Wanted, For Sale, For P.O. Box 1003, Bethlehem, 18016. We will 
ee Roommates, Friends/Men and forward it free of charge, confidentially 
riends /Women. and unopened. Please use a personal sise 
FRIENDS/MEN envelope. # 


Clean man looking for other men for 


; Bicyclists 
friendship and sex. Write code 33. Smeets bicycle sider interested in 
Wilkes-Barre: Male or female to forming group for day trips in the area. 
share a two bedroom townhouse. Looking for interested gay men and 
$150. per month including utilities. women who would enjoy sharing sunshine, 
Confidential replies: Jim, P.O. Box fresh air and scenery. Send name and 
153, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703. phone number to Code 45. 
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holidays 


* * Natural FoodsCafe ** 


Fish, Poultry, & Vegetarian Cuisine 
22 WFourth St. Bethlehem ‘BOS 






Hair Care 


Head Quarters 930 Walnut Street Allentown 
now open monday //-3 432-4220 








WHAT'S 


The 
sie SG COO pire 


5 South 8th Street, Allentown, Pa. 432-3878 








§ is arestaurant dedicated to nutritious 

Coop food and good taste. Delicious 
vegetarian and meat pita sandwiches, 

homemade soups, salads and Quiches are just a few of our 


menu features. 





also offers the largest selection of 
H en-Dazs ice cream in the Lehigh 


Scoop 
Valley. Design your own sundae or try 


a sinfully rich "CHOCOLATE FREAK OUT". 





The 
Seo is conveniently located in downtown 
Oop Allentown a few steps south of 
| Hamilton Mall on 8th Street. Enjoy 
a leisurely lunch beneath our sidewalk canopy or take 


advantage of our fast take out service when you're in 


a hurry. 
WINTER (10/31 to 4/14) SUMMER (4/15 to 11/1) 
Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
11-9 11-7 11-7 11-9 11-7 11-5:30 L999 —_—_—— 
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HHS COOP vr 


5 South 8th St., Allentown 432-3878 


FREE aun ihe abas of 


any Pita Wedge 


for Eat-in or Take-Out 


